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1. Crude Birth Rate (CBR)

2. General Fertility Rate (GFR)
3. Age-Specific Fertility Rate (A.S.F.R)
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Age-specific fertility fitted trend lines, 1950-2017: Iran, TFR
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Summary

Total fertility rate is a significant demographical index.
However, the importance of this index is not limited
to the mentioned domain, it is critical for the health
sector policy-makers as well. In fact, it is the major
predictive factor for the future age and sex structure of
the population according to which programs must be
developed; especially for health. The fertility aspect of
this index enables policy-makers to implement direct
interventions, including population control programs,
in order to apply modifications before the occurrence
of any major change. As a result, the value of 2.1 has
been defined for total fertility rate as “the replacement
rate”. This value ensures that the population maintains
its trend of repair and replacement in future.

Various values and statistics on total fertility rate in Iran
have been reported by different researches and surveys.
This diversity in results stems from the differences
among incorporated methods and data. As noted in the
present report, the incorporated methods are divided
into direct and indirect estimation techniques. On the
other hand, the result directly depends on the data in
use. These data may result from studies designed for
this purpose, e.g. parts of population-based surveys for
fertility such as the “Demographic Health Survey”. The
use of these data will undoubtedly offer the best and
most precise results. Using another approach, some
researchers attempt to estimate this index based on the
correlation of this index and its signifying components,
or by using the data belonging to similar time intervals
and locations. This method may help fill in the gaps in
the data, but suffers from a lower precision than the
previous approach. Therefore, the first point to keep
in mind when citing these estimates is attention to the
confidence intervals or uncertainty reported for these
estimates.

Based on the necessity of having a conclusive decision
on the reliable value of total fertility rate, this report

has been developed in order to present a summary of

previously reported evidence and results. The approach
used here begins by providing the definitions related to
this domain. Then, the values mentioned in reports and
by different organizations and institutes are collected
and presented following a comprehensive search
process. This allows the presentation of a conclusive
summary of the total fertility rate.

In this report, the total fertility rate has been examined
in the following studies and reports: 1. Findings of the
2016 census; 2. results of the IrMIDHS; 3. findings of the
evaluation of census by demographic groups; 4. results
of case reports examining the fertility rate; 5. estimates
of the World Bank on total fertility rates; 6. the article
entitled “Global burden of diseases”; 7. estimates of the
Knoema website on total fertility rate; and 8. estimates
by the United Nations Population Division on total
fertility rate.

In fact, based on the results of domestic studies and
surveys, the total fertility rate in Iran has reached
the (>2),

organizations claim that this rate is still far from the

replacement level while international
replacement level. Based on what follows, it seems that
it will be more reliable to rely on the results of domestic
studies and evaluations, including census.

In this report, the birth rate was also examined, and
results demonstrated that it has followed a decreasing
trend after 2016. This report evaluated the birth rate
as well. According to the results, the rate manifests
a decreasing trend after 2016. As such, despite
dependence on the census results in 2016, as the most
reliable data available, it should be born in mind that
the overall fertility rate is borderline and may cause
an occasional (short term) optimism, as has been
confirmed by the decreasing trend in birth rate.

It is noteworthy that, before the 2016 census, there was
a relative agreement among all the groups and data
sources reporting the fertility rate, whereas differences

are observed in the reports following the 2016 census.
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